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How to Get Rid of

Your Pastor

Forror THE CHRISTIAN CENTURY :

SIR: What is the use of going to the trouble of writing
a letter when you can get someone else to do it for
you and do it a lot better? Letting someone else do it
better, is what is known in the trade as “executive ability.”
This week I am a Big Executive, and it feels good.

The following was written by Bishop Gerald Kennedy
of the Methodist Church in Los Angeles. It is writ sar-
castic.” Tt takes the skin off the cantankerous croakers who
are found occasionally (undcrstatement) in some churches.
This episcopal wisdom was revealed to the world by Reli-
gious News Service. Bishop Kennedy is giving a formula
to enable a congregation to get rid of an unwanted pastor.
Here goes:

;. Look the preacher straight in the eye when he is
preaching and say Amen once in a while. He will preach
himself to death in a few weeks.

¢y Pat him on the back and brag about his good
points. He will work himself to death.

“g. Start paying him a living wage. He has probably
been on starvation wages SO long he will eat himself to
death. ;

4. Rededicate your life to Christ and ask the preacher
to give you a job to do. He will be so surprised he will
probably die of heart failuree

“s. Get the church to unite in prayer for the preacher.
He will become so effective some larger church will take
him off your hands.”

Thus Bishop Kennedy. If this formula were really tried,
the result would be that the preacher would be able to
pack such a wallop that the congregation would not let
him go for love or money, or for love of money.

Dare you to try it!

Yours,
SIMEON STYLITES.



